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Not the Remedy

ROFESSOR FERRERO, in a lenrned paper,

reaches, as a final conclusion, that the only

way to aveld future wars I8 through disarm-

ament. The only trouble about that js, his rem.

edy Is an impossibility at the present stage of
the wo¥ld's advancement,

He might as well say: "The only wuy to stop
cyclones 1s to loek the winds up in thelr caves.”

It reguired millions of years to (it this planet
to become a dwelling place for man, and all the
means employed were flerce and harsh. The
earthquake, the tornado, the heat, the cold, the
grind of the glacier, indescribable storms on the
surface, fearful convulsions within, marked that
formative stage. It is the same way that an
imperfect clvilization pursues Its way. The re
demption of a race from barb rism 18 not unlike
the creation of a4 state in the wilderness. The
hardships, the toll, the sxposures to heat and
cold: the driving back of the savage beast and
the savage man; the heartaches, the suppression
of dreams and inspirations and innocent desires,
sweet as the lovecalls of mating birds—on these
the foundations of states are laid.

So when men and npations declare they are
civillzed and point to their great works and
the great thoughts they give expression to as
proof of their assertions, often they are Dbut
groping in darkness profound:; their brains are
enlightened but their hearts are (illed with dark
passionsg and ferce desires, 10 In man he I8 plot-
ting to use his knowledge to enstare his fellow
man: If natlons, there are dreams of conguest,
of nationz]l aggrandizement at the expense of
weaker natlons, of arbltrary methods to secure
2 more extended commerciglism and more wealth,
and these lead up to a point where there can
be no settlement except through war.

And in their pride and lust for power and

galn they dare to call upon a just God to help
them.
““While this spirit dominates men and nations
it 1s valn to gay that disarmament would stop
wars. The sirong powers would not consent,
the weaker powers would not dare to consent.
The wara will go on; there are wrongs that can
be righted In no other wuy save through war,

We can hmagine but two ways through which
wirs can be stopped. One I8 when the Instru
ments of destruction become so perfected that
poor human nature ¢an no longer stand up
against them; the other when the nnate democ-
ey of the people shall go nssert ftself  that
thrones cnd scepters shull vanlsh away and the
greal parlinment, thap will represent the real
minds and hearts of men, shall meet to fashion
the decrees which an enlightened world will be
glad to aoc

At the opening of the greul new holel iast
Saturday several people present were permitted
to listen to & conversation that was belng car-
ried on hy two men one in New York, the other
in San Franclsco, They were permitted, too, to
listen to an orchestra that was playing in a city
2,000 miles away. The listeners, nt least some
of them, felt the Lhrill of something beyond the
voices and the music, as though voices long silent
were about to speak; volces that had been
struggling through the ages for a hearing were
about to be heard, and that when they weara,
they would he like the still, small wvolce that
wns heard after the storm and the earthquake
that rent the rocks had passed, and that It would
be a voice for peace, and would be so potential
that the natirng would stop to Hsten and to obey.

We would think that the present unparalleled
war was to be the final one, except thap half
the world & still in barbariem, in half the world
that claims to be enlightened the greal mass of
the people are still in a condition of half serf
dom, and their prayers for justice are being
carrled on unseen wires to the ear of the In-
finlte and they are yet to be answered.

In this connection we cannot help but believe
that, considering the origin, carcer and position
of our own c¢ountry, it is possible that when our
nation wns born It was included in that plan that,
at last, our nation i to be the final arbiter and
under God to proclaim peace to the world.

Easter

IMORROW will be Raster, the day that car-

ries more hope to mankind than any olher—
the hope that this life does not end when Lhe
hody falls back to dust, that death means only
that one station has beeén reached and a higher
one is to he sought for in the soul's progress
toward perfection,

The day comes when the world Is just arous-
ing ftself from the winter's sleep and &all the
promises of another spring are bright with the
first flowers, and joyous with songs of birds.
The day should be welcomed with solemn joy
and In the heartz of men should be that hope
and peace that comes with the belief that the
end Is not here. On this day earth Is glad and
‘heaven is filled with gladness for earth’s sake."”

War's Limitations

Tnllq reports gay the kalser insists that he must
capture Paris. From London comes the insist-
ance that there must be no truce untll the terms
can be dictated by the Allles In Berlin, From' this
distance neither desire will he reallzed. It looks
as though Austria was going to be crushed, or at
lenst that Hungoary is about to be overrun; na
though the Turkish empire was to be dismem-
pere? and crushed, but when the Allies take the
offensive and directly assall the Germans on their
own soll, after the experiment 18 pushed for a lew
weeks, both sides which fought all through the
cold winter will want Lo rest through the heat of
the summer. And that the florcost fighting will he
over by the first or middle of June. This Is basea

entiraly upon an estimate of how much a people,
not an army ean endure. There will come a time
when the people, behind the armies, will hegin to
ask: "Has there not been enough bloodshed,
enough ruin wrought?” “Are not the dead numer-
ous gnough, have not the full quota of hearts been
broken?"

Of course, no one can estimate how the accl
dents of war may affect the result. A greal sea
fight might decide the war In o day; a fight which
would result in the annihilation or capture of a
flest and break utterly the sea power of one slde;
but we do not believe that the war can last until
one or the other side is utterly exhauvsted.

Business Combines
HR rule for several years has becen to nssume
when men ¢ombine to enlarge their business,
that they bave become or are senking to become
a “lowthsome monopoly” and to condemn them
without a hearing. This has been pressed by the
government until many railroads have been about
stranded and many other forms of business sorely
crippled.

This feellng is changing somewhat and the
fact 18 Dbeginning to be better understood that
some things really require strong combines to
mitke them successes. We notlce (hat the big dry
goods men of New York declare that Inck of un-
fon ¢auses them vast losses, In this connection,
while our commerce s sulfering greatly for want
of an oversea American marine, as the matter has
been permitted to drift in congress, weé see no
hope of lts ever being esiablished with Spanish
Amerfca, where It Is most needed, except through
a combine of shipping men, manufactarers wand
merchants,

Five frst-clugss steamshipg of about 3,000 tons
burden each, would: cost perhaps $700,000 sach, or
$3.600,000, Well equipped department stores at
Pernambuco, Buhal, Rio, Bantos and Buenos Ayres
would cost as much more. Then about $3,000000
more would be required to keep the business up
until returns began to come in. The trade would
be mostly barter at first with all those ports ex-
cept Buenos Ayres, and that would be half barter,
The goods would be sold and payments made In
rubber, coffee, sugar, tropical productions of ah
kinds known to commerce and even Buenos Ayres
would supply hides, preserved meals, ete, It would
require a yéar or two to get established and in
running order, hut it was through iust such tralfie
that Germany established her glgantic trade in
those countries, only at first Lhe deficils were
paid by the German government. The wants of
South Amerioa of such waree as the United States
produces are limitiess, Salt meats and fish,
houeshold fornfture, planos, automobiles, agri-
cultural fmiplements, clothing, shoes, al the prod-
uets made from ofl, wheaten flour; hardware—
everything almost. In return her raw products
cover a wide range of articles that are necessities
to our country,

The Une of amall ships running steadily would
In & brief time begin to driw Americans to those
southlnnds; they would begin to take
in the opportunitics there; they find-

and
would be
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